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Year 6 Worksheet 21: Summarising and 

Paraphrasing Texts 

Activity 1 

 

Instructions: Read each passage carefully. Then, write a one- or two-sentence summary that 

captures the main idea of the passage. 

 

1. Many animals migrate across long distances each year. This journey is often difficult, but 

it helps them find food and survive in changing weather conditions. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. The invention of the light bulb changed the way people lived. It allowed activities to 

continue after dark, transforming industries and daily life 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3. Australia is home to unique animals like the kangaroo and koala. These animals have 

adapted to survive in Australia’s diverse environments. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

4. The Great Barrier Reef is the largest coral reef system in the world. It is home to 

thousands of marine species, making it one of the most biodiverse ecosystems on the 

planet. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. Rainforests play a vital role in regulating the Earth’s climate. They absorb 

carbon dioxide and release oxygen, helping to combat climate change. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

6. Solar energy is a renewable resource that can power homes and businesses. It’s a clean 

and efficient way to generate electricity without harming the environment. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

7. A healthy diet includes a variety of fruits, vegetables, proteins, and whole grains. This 

balance provides the body with essential nutrients for growth and repair. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

8. The Sydney Harbour Bridge is one of Australia’s most famous landmarks. It connects 

the central business district to the North Shore and has become a symbol of the city. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

9. Indigenous Australians have lived on the continent for over 60,000 years. Their culture, 

languages, and traditions are deeply connected to the land. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Free English Worksheets • www.successtutoring.com.au 

 

10. Volcanic eruptions occur when molten rock from inside the Earth escapes to the 

surface. This process can form new land and dramatically change the landscape. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

11. Trees produce oxygen through the process of photosynthesis. This process is vital for all 

living organisms as it supports life on Earth. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

12. Exercise has numerous benefits for both physical and mental health. Regular physical 

activity can improve mood, increase energy levels, and reduce the risk of diseases. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

13. Space exploration has led to many technological advances, from satellite communication 

to medical devices. These innovations have improved daily life on Earth. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

14. Recycling helps reduce waste and conserve natural resources. By reusing materials, we 

can limit the amount of rubbish that ends up in landfills. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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15. The water cycle involves the continuous movement of water between the 

atmosphere, land, and oceans. This process is essential for maintaining life on Earth. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

16. Scientists study fossils to understand how life on Earth has evolved. Fossils provide  

clues about organisms that lived millions of years ago. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

17. Tornadoes are powerful rotating columns of air that can cause significant damage. They 

form during severe thunderstorms when specific weather conditions are present. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

18. The moon affects ocean tides due to its gravitational pull. This natural phenomenon 

causes the water level to rise and fall at regular intervals. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

19. Bats are the only mammals capable of true flight. They use echolocation to navigate and 

find food in the dark. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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20. The internet has transformed the way people communicate and access 

information. It allows instant connections and has changed how we work, learn, and 

socialise. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Activity 2 

 

Instructions: Read each sentence. Then, rewrite it in your own words while keeping the original 

meaning. 

 

1. The kangaroo is known for its strong hind legs and ability to leap great distances. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. The sun is the primary source of energy for all life on Earth. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3. Many people prefer reading books in print rather than on digital devices. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

4. Australia’s deserts cover large areas of the country, where rainfall is scarce. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

5. The Eiffel Tower is a famous landmark that attracts millions of tourists each year. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. Bees are important pollinators, helping plants produce the fruits and seeds we 

eat. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

7. The human body requires a balanced diet to function properly and stay healthy. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Answer Key 

Activity 1 

(Sample summaries, other answers may vary.) 

 

1. Animals migrate to survive and find food in different climates. 

2. The light bulb changed life by allowing activities to continue after dark. 

3. Australia’s animals, like kangaroos and koalas, are uniquely adapted. 

4. The Great Barrier Reef is a large, biodiverse coral reef system. 

5. Rainforests absorb carbon dioxide, helping combat climate change. 

6. Solar energy is a clean, renewable source of power. 

7. A balanced diet provides essential nutrients for health. 

8. The Sydney Harbour Bridge is an iconic structure that connects parts of the city. 

9. Indigenous Australians have a deep connection to the land. 

10. Volcanic eruptions create new land and change the environment. 

... (and so on for remaining questions) 

 

Activity 2 

(Sample paraphrases, other answers may vary.) 

 

1. Kangaroos are known for their powerful back legs and ability to jump far. 

2. The sun provides the energy needed for life on Earth. 

3. Many individuals enjoy reading printed books over e-books. 

4. Deserts in Australia cover vast areas and receive very little rain. 

5. Millions of visitors come to see the Eiffel Tower every year. 

6. Bees are vital for helping plants produce food by pollinating them. 

7. The body needs a variety of foods to stay healthy and function well. 
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