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Year 9 Poetry 2: City Shadows 

Read the following poem and answer the questions below: 

 

City Shadows 

In the heart of the bustling city, 

Where skyscrapers touch the clouds, 

Shadows dance on pavement cracked, 

While the crowd moves in shrouds. 

Neon lights flicker, fade, 

Painting stories in the night, 

As whispers of the restless streets 

Echo in the city’s light. 

Concrete veins run deep and wide, 

Veiling secrets in their depth, 

Where dreams and fears intertwine, 

In the labyrinth beneath. 

Yet in this maze of steel and stone, 

A single spark can blaze, 

A beacon in the ceaseless hum, 

Guiding lost souls through the haze. 
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Multiple Choice Questions 

1. What is the main setting of the poem? 

A) A rural village 

B) A suburban neighborhood 

C) A bustling city 

D) A quiet forest 

 

2. What do the "shadows" in the poem symbolize? 

A) The hidden aspects of life 

B) The passage of time 

C) The beauty of the city 

D) The stability of the city 

 

3. How is the city's nightlife depicted in the poem? 

A) As vibrant and lively 

B) As dark and mysterious 

C) As peaceful and calm 

D) As chaotic and noisy 

 

4. What literary device is used in "Neon lights flicker, fade"? 

A) Alliteration 

B) Onomatopoeia 

C) Personification 

D) Metaphor 
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5. What do the "concrete veins" represent in the poem? 

A) The city's infrastructure 

B) The flow of emotions 

C) The passage of time 

D) The city’s growth 

 

6. How does the poet describe the relationship between dreams and fears? 

A) As separate and distinct 

B) As intertwined 

C) As conflicting 

D) As irrelevant 

 

7. What does the “single spark” symbolize in the poem? 

A) A moment of hope 

B) A source of conflict 

C) A sudden change 

D) A fleeting thought 

 

8. What is the effect of the phrase "labyrinth beneath"? 

A) It creates a sense of confusion and complexity 

B) It describes the city’s physical layout 

C) It emphasizes the city’s orderliness 

D) It highlights the city’s beauty 
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9. What mood is conveyed by the phrase "guiding lost souls through the haze"? 

A) Optimistic 

B) Melancholic 

C) Anxious 

D) Frustrated 

 

10. Which technique is used in "a beacon in the ceaseless hum"? 

A) Hyperbole 

B) Metaphor 

C) Simile 

D) Alliteration 
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Short Answer Questions 

1. What is the significance of the “shadows” in the poem? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Describe how the poet uses imagery to depict the city at night. 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How does the poem convey the idea of hidden aspects of city life? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What role do the “concrete veins” play in the poem’s imagery? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. Explain the metaphorical meaning of “Neon lights flicker, fade.” 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. How does the poet use contrast to emphasize the city's complexity? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Discuss the symbolism of the “single spark” in the context of the poem. 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. How does the poet create a sense of depth and complexity in the city’s description? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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9. What feelings are evoked by the description of the “labyrinth beneath”? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. How does the ending of the poem contribute to its overall message? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Free English Worksheets • www.successtutoring.com.au 

Answer Key 

Multiple Choice Answer: 

1. C) A bustling city 

2. A) The hidden aspects of life 

3. B) As dark and mysterious 

4. B) Onomatopoeia 

5. A) The city's infrastructure 

6. B) As intertwined 

7. A) A moment of hope 

8. A) It creates a sense of confusion and complexity 

9. A) Optimistic 

10. B) Metaphor 

Short Answer Key: 

1. The shadows symbolize the hidden, often overlooked aspects of city life. 

2. The poet uses imagery such as "neon lights flicker, fade" to create a vivid picture of the 

city's nightlife. 

3. Hidden aspects are conveyed through imagery like “concrete veins” and “labyrinth 

beneath,” suggesting complexity and depth. 

4. The "concrete veins" represent the city's infrastructure and its network of streets and 

buildings. 

5. The metaphor “Neon lights flicker, fade” suggests the transient and elusive nature of the 

city’s nightlife. 

6. Contrast is used to highlight the city’s dual nature, combining beauty and mystery with 

complexity and chaos. 

7. The “single spark” symbolizes a glimmer of hope or guidance amidst the city’s 

overwhelming atmosphere. 

8. The poet describes the city as a “labyrinth,” emphasizing its complexity and the sense of 

being lost within it. 

9. The “labyrinth beneath” evokes feelings of confusion and entrapment. 

10. The ending underscores the idea that even in a chaotic environment, hope and guidance 

can be found. 
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with hidden meanings and memories  
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