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Year 9 Poetry 10: Beneath the Surface 

Read the following poem and answer the questions below: 

 

Beneath the Surface 

Beneath the surface of the lake, 

Where sunlight dares not tread, 

Lie secrets cold, where shadows wake, 

And memories of the dead. 

The water’s calm, a glassy shield, 

Reflects the sky’s bright hue, 

But in its depths, the past is sealed, 

In shades of darkest blue. 

The fish that swim in silent grace, 

Know not what lies below, 

The echoes of another race, 

In currents cool and slow. 

The reeds that sway in water’s flow, 

Are whispers in the dark, 

Of tales that only ancients know, 

Of lives that left their mark. 

For in the lake’s still, silent heart, 

Where no light dares to go, 

The remnants of a world apart, 

In secret, ever grow. 
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Multiple Choice Questions 

1. What is the main setting of the poem? 

A) A mountain peak 

B) A bustling city 

C) A calm lake 

D) A desert plain 

 

2. What does the lake symbolize in the poem? 

A) A place of refuge 

B) The passage of time 

C) A hidden world of secrets 

D) A barrier to the outside world 

 

3. How is the water described in the poem? 

A) As turbulent and stormy 

B) As calm and reflective 

C) As warm and inviting 

D) As frozen and still 

 

4. What literary device is used in “Where sunlight dares not tread”? 

A) Simile 

B) Personification 

C) Onomatopoeia 

D) Alliteration 
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5. What do the “fish that swim in silent grace” symbolize? 

A) Knowledge and wisdom 

B) Innocence and unawareness 

C) Power and dominance 

D) Freedom and liberation 

 

6. How does the poet create a sense of mystery in the poem? 

A) Through descriptions of bright and open spaces 

B) Through the use of shadowy imagery and hidden depths 

C) Through the depiction of vibrant life in the lake 

D) Through the cheerful tone of the narrative 

 

7. What does the phrase “Beneath the surface” suggest? 

A) The surface is unimportant 

B) There is more to the lake than meets the eye 

C) The surface is dangerous 

D) The lake is shallow and transparent 

 

8. What mood is evoked by the line “Where no light dares to go”? 

A) Joyful 

B) Nostalgic 

C) Ominous 

D) Fearful 
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9. What does the poet mean by “The remnants of a world apart”? 

A) There is a whole different world under the lake 

B) The lake is connected to another universe 

C) The lake is growing and expanding 

D) The lake is a barrier between worlds 

 

10. Which technique is used in “Of tales that only ancients know”? 

A) Simile 

B) Alliteration 

C) Metaphor 

D) Onomatopoeia 
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Short Answer Questions 

1. What is the significance of the lake in the poem? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How does the poet use imagery to convey the theme of hidden secrets? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What role does the sunlight play in the poem’s narrative? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Explain the personification of the lake in the context of the poem. 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. How does the poet create a contrast between the surface and the depths in the 

poem? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Discuss the symbolism of the “reeds” in the lake. 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. What does the poet mean by “Beneath the surface”? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. How does the poem explore the theme of the unknown? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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9. Describe the mood created by the phrase “In the lake’s still, silent heart.” 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. How does the ending of the poem contribute to its overall theme of secrecy and hidden 

history? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Answer Key 

Multiple Choice Answers: 

1. C) A calm lake 

2. C) A hidden world of secrets 

3. B) As calm and reflective 

4. B) Personification 

5. B) Innocence and unawareness 

6. B) Through the use of shadowy imagery and hidden depths 

7. B) There is more to the lake than meets the eye 

8. C) Ominous 

9. A) There is a whole different world under the lake 

10. B) Alliteration 

Short Answer Key: 

1. The lake symbolizes a place where hidden secrets and forgotten memories reside, 

representing the unknown and mysterious aspects of nature. 

2. The poet uses imagery like “shadows wake” and “darkest blue” to convey the theme of 

hidden secrets, suggesting that the lake holds more than what is visible on the surface. 

3. The sunlight represents what is visible and known, while its absence beneath the lake’s 

surface signifies the hidden and mysterious elements of the natural world. 

4. The lake is personified as a keeper of secrets, holding memories and remnants of a past 

world within its depths. 

5. The poet contrasts the calm, reflective surface of the lake with the dark, secret-filled 

depths, highlighting the duality of appearance versus reality. 

6. The “reeds” symbolize the whispers of forgotten tales, growing and swaying in the lake’s 

flow, representing the connection between the past and the present. 

7. “Beneath the surface” suggests that there is more to the lake than what can be seen, 

indicating a hidden world of secrets and mysteries below. 

8. The poem explores the theme of the unknown by delving into the depths of the lake, 

where sunlight does not reach and secrets remain hidden. 

9. The phrase “In the lake’s still, silent heart” creates a mood of quiet contemplation and 

mystery, emphasizing the stillness and secrecy of the lake’s depths. 

10. The ending reinforces the theme of secrecy and hidden history by suggesting that the 

lake continues to hold and grow these secrets in its depths, untouched by the outside 

world. 

 

. 
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with hidden meanings and memories  
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