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Year 8 Poetry 15: The Hidden Garden 

Read the following poem and answer the questions below: 

 

The Hidden Garden 

In a garden, lost from view, 

Where the roses bloom in dew, 

Secret paths and ivy trails, 

Tell a tale that never fails. 

Sunlight filters through the leaves, 

Casting shadows, whispers weave. 

Every flower and every vine, 

Holds a story, pure and fine. 

Butterflies in gentle flight, 

Dance among the petals bright. 

Silent songs the breezes sing, 

In the garden’s hidden ring. 

Time stands still beneath the shade, 

In this tranquil, secret glade. 

Here, in nature’s soft embrace, 

One finds solace, peace, and grace. 

So wander through the garden’s heart, 

And let its quiet secrets start. 

For in its hidden, fragrant air, 

There’s a magic found nowhere. 
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Multiple Choice Questions 

1. What is the primary subject of the poem? 

A) A city street 

B) A hidden garden 

C) A mountain peak 

D) A bustling marketplace 

 

2. What does the hidden garden symbolize in the poem? 

A) Busy urban life 

B) Nature’s beauty and tranquility 

C) Technological advancement 

D) Historical landmarks 

 

3. Which language technique is used in "Secret paths and ivy trails"? 

A) Simile 

B) Personification 

C) Alliteration 

D) Hyperbole 

 

4. What mood is created by the line "Casting shadows, whispers weave"? 

A) Chaotic 

B) Mysterious 

C) Excited 

D) Sad 
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5. How does the poet describe the atmosphere of the garden? 

A) Noisy and crowded 

B) Tranquil and secret 

C) Dark and foreboding 

D) Bright and modern 

 

6. What is suggested by the phrase "Butterflies in gentle flight"? 

A) The garden is disturbed by insects 

B) The butterflies are noisy and erratic 

C) The butterflies move gracefully and calmly 

D) The butterflies are artificial decorations 

 

7. Which language technique is evident in "Silent songs the breezes sing"? 

A) Metaphor 

B) Personification 

C) Alliteration 

D) Simile 

 

8. What does the phrase "Time stands still beneath the shade" suggest about the garden? 

A) The garden is always busy 

B) Time passes quickly in the garden 

C) The garden is a place where time seems to slow down 

D) The garden is neglected and old 
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9. How does the poet create a sense of enchantment in the poem? 

A) By describing modern garden features 

B) By using vivid and magical imagery 

C) By comparing the garden to a city 

D) By focusing on the practical aspects of gardening 

 

10. Which of the following is a theme of the poem? 

A) The hustle of city life 

B) The charm of hidden places 

C) The benefits of modern technology 

D) The challenge of urban development 
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Short Answer Questions: 

1. How does the poet use personification in the poem? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is the effect of the metaphor "Silent songs the breezes sing"? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Identify the rhyme scheme of the poem. 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. How does the poet convey the sense of secrecy and hidden beauty in the garden? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. Discuss the significance of the garden’s “hidden” nature in the poem. 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What role do the butterflies play in the depiction of the garden? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. How does the poet use imagery to describe the garden? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What is the mood conveyed in the final stanza, and how is it achieved? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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9. How does the poet contrast the hidden garden with more visible or public 

spaces? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. What is the overall message of the poem about the hidden garden? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Answer Key 

Multiple Choice Answers: 

1. B) A hidden garden 

2. B) Nature’s beauty and tranquility 

3. C) Alliteration 

4. B) Mysterious 

5. B) Tranquil and secret 

6. C) The butterflies move gracefully and calmly 

7. B) Personification 

8. C) The garden is a place where time seems to slow down 

9. B) By using vivid and magical imagery 

10. B) The charm of hidden places 

Short Answer Key: 

1. The poet personifies the garden by suggesting that the paths and trails tell stories and 

that the breezes sing songs, attributing human-like qualities to elements of nature. 

2. The metaphor "Silent songs the breezes sing" creates a sense of gentle and magical 

sounds associated with the garden, highlighting the peaceful and enchanting 

atmosphere. 

3. The rhyme scheme of the poem is ABAB. 

4. The poet conveys a sense of secrecy and hidden beauty by describing the garden as 

"lost from view" and "hidden," emphasizing its private and mystical qualities. 

5. The garden’s “hidden” nature signifies that it is a special, secluded place where one can 

escape from the outside world and discover a sense of peace and wonder. 

6. The butterflies enhance the depiction of the garden by adding to the sense of grace and 

tranquility, suggesting that the garden is a lively yet serene place. 

7. The poet uses imagery by describing the garden’s roses, ivy trails, butterflies, and 

shadows, creating a vivid and enchanting picture of the garden’s beauty and serenity. 

8. The mood conveyed in the final stanza is one of enchantment and wonder, achieved by 

emphasizing the magic and unique charm of the hidden garden. 

9. The poet contrasts the hidden garden with more visible spaces by focusing on its 

secretive and tranquil nature, highlighting its escape from the hustle and bustle of 

everyday life. 

10. The overall message of the poem is that the hidden garden represents a magical and 

peaceful retreat, offering a unique and enchanting escape from the ordinary world. 
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with hidden meanings and memories  
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